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There is certainly more information in this book than you would find in a travel guide (excluding

hotels and restaurants). The book begins with a description of the geography which turns out to be

critical to the varied cultures on the island and to the seemingly endless wars between them. With

all the color photos and the climate information a reader cannot help but want to visit. Tourism

accounts for over 40% of the economy and jobs. The 2004 tsunami devastated the country and

900,000 lost their homes.I was fascinated with the detailed account of how the Buddhist Sinhalese

majority and Hindu Indian cultures developed on this island. European colonization and the wars

between these two groups have had a profound impact on history and the present situation.

Because the 2 religions are so different even in their laws and customs, Sri Lanka seems like a

great place to experience 2 worlds in the same place.A surprise was the variety of gemstones being

mined on Sri Lanka.I was disappointed that while the book claims that you can link to the internet

site for supplemental information, when I went there and selected Sri Lanka I did not find anything.
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